
 

CRIEFF & STRATHEARN DROVERS’ TRYST 2022
Thank you for booking to take part in a Drovers’ Tryst walk. Information about the walk is as follows:

WALK: Carn a’ Chlamain – The Hill of the Kite (Walk + Mountain bike option for 2022)

DATE: Monday, 30th May, 2022

TRANSPORT: Car sharing

MEETING TIME IN CRIEFF: -   (For minibus walks this is the time you must be at Leadenflower Car
Park in Crieff)

WALK START TIME:  9:30 am  (For car share walks this is the time you must meet others at the
walk start place.  For minibus walks this is the same as the meeting time in Crieff.)

WALK LEADER: Chris McIntosh

WALK GRADE: Hard

WALK DISTANCE: 26 km

While Càrn a’ Chlamain is a relatively minor stony summit rising above a spacious and very remote
plateau, the approach is up scenic Glen Tilt, one of the Highlands’ most beautiful glens – and it is this
that makes the walk a minor classic.  This walk gives the opportunity to ascend a munro win the
South Western Cairngorm range, and can be described as decidedly ‘off the beaten track’.

The Tryst have ascended Càrn a’ Chlamain is previous years – however in 2022 we are looking to
introduce a ‘mountain bike’ approach option (there is a long approach up Glen Tilt before we branch
off and start the ascent. The whole walk is circa 26 kms (16.25 miles) – of which 70% is on a well
maintained (and suitable for mountain bikes) approach up the Glen Tilt track.

The walk starts from the car park near the Old Bridge of Tilt (NN874662) and we head up Glen Tilt.
The approach walk takes us through the scenic glen where we will have excellent views of the River
Tilt and surrounding hills. We continue up the Glen passing Gilbert’s bridge and then Gaw’s bridge
before reaching the All Craoinidh (this is where I plan to chain up our bikes).  At this point we start
our ascent of of Car a’Chlamain as the gradient steepens.  The path is generally good going with
lateral detours available for some sections of the climb.  The path reaches a significant track that
continues steadily up the broad ridge, taking a wide detour to the right to pass a steeper section at
800m. The track is followed until it cuts just to the right of the stony dome that is the summit of Carn
a’Chlamain. Here the track is left and we follow a stony path to complete the final short section of
the ascent to the summit at 963m.

The return route is to retrace our steps off the mountain and back down Glen Tilt where a variety of
paths offer a different and varied walk back to the car park.
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While the walk is not technically difficult, it has been classified as ‘Extra Hard’ in previous years, due
to the distance and walk duration. However with a mountain bike, this should reduce the overall walk
time by circa 2 hrs – and hence we have reclassified as Hard on 2022.  Nonetheless, only
walkers/riders who are fit, experienced and have undertaken similar walks/rides in excess of 20 kms,
should consider taking part.

CAR SHARE

WALK START PLACE –  Old Bridge of Tilt Car Park NN874662

CAR SHARE WALKS – The meeting point for all car share walks will be at the WALK START PLACE
(usually in a designated car park), as noted above. Please ensure that you are at the start point a
few minutes before the published start time of the walk (9:30 am). At the start point, you will meet
your Walk Leader – and your fellow walkers. On completion of the walk, we anticipate getting back to
the car park at approx – 4:00 pm.

MINIBUS WALKS – The meeting point for all minibus walks will be Leadenflower Road Car Park
in Crieff.  Please ensure that you are at the car park by the meeting time noted above (-), so that
you have time to meet your walk leader and fellow walkers.  The walk start time indicates the
approximate time the minibus should arrive at the walk start place.  The minibus will drop walkers
off at the same car park on return to Crieff.

ON COMPLETION OF WALK 
Once all walkers are accounted for at the end of car share walks, the Walk Leader will end the walk
and you are then at liberty to return home, or to your overnight accommodation.  Please note that
the duration of any walk can vary significantly, depending on the group, the weather and a number
of other factors, so return times are not guaranteed, and we advise that you plan
accordingly.

All minibus walks will finish with walkers being taken back to Leadenflower Car Park in Crieff where
the walk will officially end.

SAFETY NOTES: 
Walk/ride duration 7hrs. If the weather conditions do not permit climbing Carn a’Chlamain we will
undertake: a: A low level (sheltered) walk/ride of Glen Tilt (15km) or b: A circular walk/ride of the
Falls of Bruar and Glen Banvie to the west of Blair Atholl (15km). 

GEAR NOTES: 
For Medium, Hard and Extra Hard walks we ask walkers to make sure they have full hillwalking gear,
by which we mean definitely the following: Boots, warm clothing, warm/quick drying trousers (not
denim jeans), waterproof jacket and over trousers, rucsac, hat, gloves, spare fleece, packed lunch,
spare food and drink, small personal first aid kit including any medications, mobile phone, headtorch,
and bivvy bag if you have one, and possibly also these other items, depending on personal
preference: Gaiters, rucsac cover, walking poles, spare socks, map, compass, GPS, lipsalve, camera.
Mountain bikes - electric bikes are ok - if you are happy to chain up at the start of the ascent (the
leader will bring a substantial chain + lock).
Please bring any personal medication and an “In Case of Emergency” number. You may also wish to
bring binoculars and a camera.

CANCELLATION OR DELAY:
Cancellations can be made free of charge up to 14 days after booking. For cancellations outwith that
period a charge of £2 per walk place will be made until 15th May. After 15th May booking fees are
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not refundable because we cannot be sure of re-selling cancelled places. However, we would be
grateful if you could let us know if you are unable to take part in a walk for which you have booked –
that lets us know who to expect or not on the day.

Prior to 6pm on the Thursday evening before the start of the Festival Weekend on the Friday,
please email us at: droverstryst@gmail.com.
At any time after 6pm on the Thursday evening please email us at: droverstryst@gmail.com 
AND contact the Tryst Co-ordinator on 07522 841673.
If you cannot take part or are delayed for any reason, please contact the Tryst Co-
ordinator on 07522 841673. Although we try to reach group members who have not
turned up on the day, it is really helpful if you can contact us first.

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

The organisers of the Crieff and Strathearn Drovers’ Tryst recognise that hill walking is an
activity with the danger of personal injury. Participants in Drovers’ Tryst walks should be
aware of, and accept this risk, and take responsibility for their own actions. It is
recommended that individuals provide their own accident insurance cover.
The walks are led by experienced leaders on a voluntary basis. Walks may be cancelled due
to weather conditions or circumstances beyond the organisers’ control, and alternative walks
will be offered wherever possible.
Children are welcome on Easy and Medium walks but must be accompanied by a responsible
adult and be capable of completing the walk. Minimum age for Medium walks is twelve and
minimum age for Hard and Extra Hard walks is sixteen.
The Tryst reserves the right not to accept participants on a walk if they are not appropriately
dressed/kitted out for the level of walk they have signed up for.
Extra hard walks are not suitable for inexperienced hillwalkers and hard walks do require a
reasonable level of walking fitness.
Dogs are not allowed on Tryst walks, except for guide-dogs.
On walks for which minibus transport is included walkers may choose not to travel on the
minibus (and therefore meet at the designated walk start place), but no refund or price
reduction will be given.
The walk fees now include all costs associated with travelling to the start point and for
returning back to Crieff, whether by minibus or private car.
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